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ABOUT THE PLAY

Toinight you are in a town in nroclern-day lraly--a town in some i\.ays
like Kokomo--or Peoria--or Albany-or Upland--excepr thar the furniture
is ltalian and the fashions were designed by Dior, Cardin, Nina Ricci and
Simonerta of ltaly.
soon after *re curtain opens you will discover ttrat there'is a stir about
a newcomer to the provincq a Stgnor Ponza whO is executtve sei.retary to
the.councillor. As the busybodies on the stage concern thernselves about
the secretaryrs wifq you may find yourself drawn into the specukltion toor
Is she rcally Signora Erola"s daugbter or is she Pontars,secood wife? you
willwatch as threelivesareopened toprying public gazg, in spite,o{ Laudisits
attempts to discourage the townspeople from interfering saying that one
should "respect whar other people see and touch even
what lgsee and touch.

if

itts the opposite of
,l

After all who are you? Are you the person yogr roommate, yoru husband or wife says you are. . . or are you the person you are to yourself?
As youlook deeper into Pirandello's drama you will discover that the idea of
ttre play is rlotr that "truth is relarive" but "love your neighboi.,' pirandello
oncesaid that he wanted this play toindtcate ttre triumptr-of the imagination
o'ver mere facts. He is defending :the individual against the dehumanizing
influence of" society, asserting that a person has a right to possess his soul in
peace and privacy.

. But perhaps RigFl You Are will hotrd a different message for you you
may see a tragedy--a comedy--a farce. Laudisi may be a philosopher--a
psycl-roanalyst-;s clown" You may emphasize the relativisrn=-the plea for
compassion--or get the moral which a mail ina wesrport home did. As she
was bringin$in tlre tea things durin$ a discussion"bf ttris play; someohe adred
"What did you get out of Righr you Are?" '.I guess ir just saysr keep yoru
nose out of other folks' busiiiss,;t'" t"pri"a.
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